
Return to Learn

Frequently Asked Questions

(updated Thursday, August 5, 2021)

General Return to Learn FAQ’s (2021-2022 School Year)

Will LPS offer five days per
week of in-person learning for
all students (K-12) during the

2021-2022 school year?

It is a top priority for LPS to offer five days per week of in-person

learning in a safe and healthy environment for those

students/families choosing this model of learning. There is always

the possibility of the need to close a classroom, school, or even the

district if there would be a significant COVID-19 outbreak.  LPS will

remain engaged with local health officials if/when making

decisions.

Is LPS offering a virtual school
option again this year?

The Liberty Virtual School returns for a second year in LPS.  If a

family would choose to make a change for their child(ren), they

would need to connect with their child’s home school to inquire

about the process and availability in the program.

If students choose to change
learning modes, when can this

be completed and how?

Elementary students can change learning modes (in-person

learning to virtual or virtual to in-person) at the conclusion of

the first semester.  This can be done by contacting your child’s

school.  Changing learning modes for secondary students can

also be made at the conclusion of the first semester (winter

vacation) and will be based on class availability.

Will LPS require the wearing
of face coverings while at

school?

As was announced in early August 2021, LPS will follow the

Kansas City, Missouri mask mandate to begin the 2021-2022

school year.  All students, staff, and visitors will be required to

wear a face covering while inside district schools and facilities.

LPS will continue to follow guidance and mandates provided

and would adjust protocols, if/when necessary.

Will students be required to
wear face coverings while on

LPS school buses?

Yes.  Due to the federal mandate, students and staff will be

required to wear face coverings while on LPS school buses until

further notice.

Will the requirement of
wearing face coverings at

school and other mitigation

As we have shared throughout the pandemic, this remains an

extremely fluid situation and one that has seemed to change

regularly.  We will remain engaged with our local health officials

and follow any mandates when making decisions related to
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practices in effect for the start
of the 2021-2022 school year
remain in place for the entire

year?

mitigation strategies in our schools and facilities.  In the event

that school guidance and/or mandates would change, we will

certainly take that into account when making future decisions.

Please know that the health and safety of our students and staff

will always take precedence and be our top priority.

Will LPS socially distance all
students while at school?

Our school buildings will work to socially distance students as

much as possible while in the classroom setting, and in

compliance with CDC and local health official guidance.

If my student is quarantined,
either due to a positive
COVID-19 test or being

identified as a close contact,
will they have the opportunity

to virtually join their class
while absent?

Students who are quarantined will be asked to join their

in-person class during the class times they would regularly meet.

Students should maintain close contact with their teachers while

they are quarantined in order to seamlessly transition learning

throughout their quarantine.

Similar to last year, will
families be notified if a child
tests positive for COVID-19

and physically present in the
school?

As we remain in the midst of a pandemic, we understand that

the possibility of positive cases of COVID-19 in our schools

exists.  Please know we are committed to sharing as much

information with you as possible, while still following legal and

ethical privacy laws.  In the event of a positive COVID-19 case in

one of our schools, the following communication will take place:

● The individual who tests positive will be immediately

contacted by the Clay County Public Health Center.

● The contact tracing process will immediately begin, and

any individual(s) determined to be close contacts of the

infected individual will be contacted.

● All staff from the building will receive written

notification.

● All parents/guardians of students within the same

school building will receive written notification that a

positive case exists.

● In addition, an LPS COVID-19 Dashboard is available

and is updated each Wednesday during the school year.

The dashboard can be accessed by clicking here.

Please know there is always the possibility that a situation may

require additional building and district-wide communication to

our staff and families.  We would like to thank our entire LPS

community for your continued patience, flexibility, and grace as

we navigate this extremely challenging time.

Will elementary and secondary
schools have Back-to-School
Nights/Orientations prior to
the start of school?

Elementary schools will have a Back to School event for

Kindergarten families. Students in grades 1-5 will receive a

welcome video from their teacher.   Secondary schools will have

their Orientation days that allow families to come in throughout

the day. Back to School will also consist of a welcome video from
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all teachers.  Be looking for additional information distributed

directly from your child’s school.

Is it possible that the LPS
Return to Learn plan would
need to be adjusted again
prior to the start of the school
year?

As we have shared throughout the pandemic, this is an

extremely fluid situation and one that always has the potential to

change.  There is always the possibility that our plan will need to

be adjusted based on changing conditions related to COVID-19.

We are committed to keeping our staff and families updated in a

timely manner, as needed.

Student/Staff Health & Safety Questions

Question Response

What guidelines will be

provided about wearing

masks for students and staff?

Will masks be supplied?

It was announced in August 2021 that all students, staff, visitors,

and patrons are required to wear an approved facial covering

while inside LPS buildings. Masks must be worn indoors at all

times except when actively eating or drinking.  If outdoors, face

coverings will not need to be worn.  LPS will have masks

available at all district facilities for those that need one.

I would like to know what they

are providing teachers for PPE

for the year. And if there is

anything we should as parents

be prepared to provide outside

of the supply list relating to

that. I keep seeing posts from

other districts across the

nation that it’s clearly not

enough but I’ve heard LPS is

“well prepared” but would like

to know more.

Our district has a wide supply of PPE for staff. Each staff

member has been given two masks.  In addition, masks will be

given to buildings for anyone who forgets one (students, parents,

staff). Parents should only need to supply a mask for their

student and regular school supplies.

How will teachers handle

students who are not able to

wear a mask or who wear

them incorrectly?

We will ask our Health Services Department to assist in

identifying students who are unable to wear a mask for health

reasons. This will be communicated to staff.  If we have students

who are having difficulties with following the expectations for

masks, staff will be asked to work gracefully with the student

and family to ensure the safety of everyone in the school.  In

addition, students identified as not being able to wear a mask

may also be able to wear a protective shield.

How will the District handle

students/staff that don’t have

an exemption to not wear a

mask and refuse to wear a

mask?

Students and staff will be required to wear a face covering while

in our schools and facilities.  Students who refuse to wear a mask

will be asked to follow the mask mandate or will work with

administration on an alternate learning mode.
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Is LPS providing a COVID-19

testing site this year for

students and staff?

Due to the many testing opportunities now provided for our

students and staff within our community, LPS will no longer be

providing a COVID-19 rapid testing site for the 2021-2022

school year.  To access a listing of the various testing sites in our

community, click here.

Is LPS requiring that eligible

students and staff receive the

COVID-19 vaccine?

While students and staff are not currently required to have proof

of COVID-19 vaccination, we want to at least provide vaccination

opportunities for those interested.  To find out more information

on vaccination sites and more, click here.

I have multiple kids with

asthma and allergies. How

will these symptoms be

differentiated from Covid

symptoms?

According to our health services team, it can be difficult even for

healthcare professionals to differentiate between usual

symptoms of allergies, asthma, and that of COVID-19. Our

professional school nurses will be using their professional

nursing judgement when assessing each student.  Our school

nurses will also be using various assessment tools to try to

determine the source of their symptoms as best as they can.  The

nurse will be looking for new symptoms which could point to

COVID-19 rather than usual symptoms a student may present

with as part of their chronic health concern.  A referral to the

student's physician is a strong possibility if the source of

symptoms cannot be determined.

Elementary Return to Learn Questions

Question Response

Will students need to wear a

mask while at recess or

participating in outdoor

activities?

According to the current KCMO mask mandate, masks are only

required indoors; thus, students and staff will not need to wear

masks while outside at recess or participating in other outdoor

activities.

Will students eat meals in the

school cafeterias?

Yes.  Elementary schools will return to serving meals in

designated cafeteria spaces during the 2021-2022 school year.

Students will have assigned seats while at lunch to assist in any

potential close contact situations.

Will social distancing of

students be possible in our

elementary schools for the

upcoming school year?

As you may recall, updated school guidance from the Centers for

Disease Control and local health officials earlier this spring

adjusted the recommendation for social distancing that states

that students be distanced by at least three feet or as much as

possible.  LPS plans to comply with this recommendation and

plans to distance students while in classrooms as much as

possible.

High School/Secondary  Return to Learn Questions

Question Response
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Will social distancing be
possible in our secondary
schools?

Following the most recent guidance set forth by the Centers for

Disease Control and other local health agencies, we will socially

distance students whenever possible and maintain the three foot

distance between students/staff while on campus.

Will there be staggered bell
schedules to limit large
volumes of students in the
halls during passing periods?

All schools will work to provide a safe passing period. Due to

our secondary schools having different layouts, this will  look

differently at each school.  Additional information will be shared

with families leading up to the start of the 2021-2o22 school

year.

Will there be social distancing
in cafeteria spaces for lunch?

Schools will socially distance as much as possible during lunch

time. We are currently working on a plan to ensure students can

eat safely in the cafeteria.

Will there be activities offered
to secondary students, such
as athletics and fine arts?

LPS values the importance of extracurricular activities and plans

to be able to provide these opportunities for all students this

year.  In the event of changing circumstances related to

COVID-19, and following the guidance of local health officials,

there is always the possibility that plans would need to be

adjusted.

Do you have to attend

in-person school in order to

be eligible for middle/high

school sports?

No.  Students will be able to participate in activities, regardless

of learning platforms.  Our secondary schools will provide more

information leading up to the start of the new school year.

Could there become a
situation in which LPS would
need to transition to a hybrid
or completely virtual mode if
COVID-19 cases would reach a
high threshold?

As we have shared throughout the pandemic, this remains an

extremely fluid situation and one that can change rapidly.  In the

event of a COVID-19 outbreak, there is always the possibility for

the need for the closure of a classroom, a school, or the District.

It is our top priority to provide five days per week of in-person

learning for students (grades K-12) in a healthy and safe

environment for our students and staff.
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